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2017 Estuaries Day Celebration 
National Estuaries Week (September 16-23, 
2017) celebrates the many ways we benefit 
from healthy, thriving estuaries - the vibrant 
coastal areas where rivers meet the sea. North 
Carolina’s estuarine system encompasses more 
than 2 million acres and is the third largest in 
the country. The National Estuarine Research 
Reserve System uses Estuaries Day to increase 
public awareness of estuaries and to encourage 
people to become involved in stewardship of 
these important natural resources. 

The Reserve hosted an Estuaries Day Celebration with the North Carolina Maritime Museum on 
September 23, 2017 in downtown Beaufort. Educators and scientists presented information 
and activities about coastal science and the importance of estuaries. Activities led by scientist 
from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill Institute of Marine Sciences taught 
participants about coastal habitats and shared fish specimens. Children also learned how to be 
a ‘Junior Ranger’ of the Cape Lookout National Seashore, while the Core Sound Waterfowl 
Museum and Heritage Center Educators tested if participant’s wingspan was as wide as a 
pelican. Visitors also learned about NC Sea Grant and Albemarle-Pamlico National Estuary 
Partnership Programs.   

Missed Estuaries Week 2017? You can celebrate estuaries all year round in your everyday life. 
You can also help protect estuaries at home and when you visit the Reserve! There are also 
many volunteer opportunities, so sign-up for our newsletter to stay informed.  

Core Sound Waterfowl Museum & Heritage Center activity 
tested if visitors could flap their arms as fast as a loon. 

NC Coastal Reserve Education Coordinator, Lori Davis, teaches 
visitors about the importance of estuaries. 

https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2017-09/documents/nepinfographicdraft3_17_40.5x29.5.pdf
http://portal.ncdenr.org/web/crp/responsible-use
https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/optin?v=001HvDAlUxj8vVLl70z444tD4Ag6U5j1OQ5dbQ29P6t8ps1sfm08gRbZo9bEb2wwu2qlWqsMN144-0_InPa-vkBsyIo5qv5JIROldLJLV_MJ6S8wgHBQDgOCijLh4cBNxFRZlmUyW24yeCBUhKu9SHVACetMfpK3hrsBcCYHGJIfcO2PXZAtBzaEojJsU0qP4x_oELA6eEObMQ%3D

