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Summer Internships at the NC Coastal Reserve 
 
Every summer, the staff at the Reserve doubles in size as summer interns and seasonal 
employees join offices in Beaufort, Kitty Hawk, and Wilmington to help the Reserve with a 
variety of projects. Positions are offered directly through the Reserve and the North Carolina 
Division of Coastal Management, as well as the State of North Carolina Internship Program and 
the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation. Many students also volunteer with the Reserve, with 
some receiving college credit for their experience. Summer is a busy time for all Reserve sites, 
so the extra helping hands are appreciated.  

Education interns at the Reserve assist with public 
outreach and summer camps. Janina Millis, a Biology 
student at Carteret Community College, applied to 
work with the Reserve through the State of NC 
internship Program because of her experiences 
visiting the Rachel Carson Reserve in elementary 
school. “I remember loving the whole experience,” 
she said. “The boat ride, looking at the flora and 
fauna, and all the new information about where I 
lived was so exciting to me.” Her favorite moments from her internship were when a child 
learned something new. “I love watching their faces when it finally clicks. This is usually with 
wide eyes and a gaping mouth followed by ‘Wow!’” Working at the Reserve helped Janina 
decide that she wants to pursue a career in science communications. 

Research and Stewardship interns assist with a variety of site 
management and monitoring activities. At the Masonboro Island 
Reserve, interns assisted with a bird banding program to protect 
and track ground nesting shorebirds, sea turtle monitoring, as well 
as marine debris cleanups on the island.  In the Beaufort office, 
Samantha Burdick-Godwin, worked on an independent research 
project with Research Coordinator, Dr. Brandon Puckett, that 
examines the long-term effects of bulkheads on salt marshes in 
Carteret County. Sam is a Coastal Environmental Management 
master’s student from the Duke University Marine Lab and is 
continuing this research for her Master’s Thesis. Learn more about 
Sam and how her research will be used to inform policy on 
shoreline stabilization in North Carolina here. 

Are you are interested in joining the Reserve for Summer 2018? Applications are currently 
being accepted through the State of North Carolina Internship Program! North Carolina 
undergraduates can apply as a Research and Stewardship Intern (#25) or Coastal Reserve 
Education Intern (#26) at our Beaufort office, a Biological Monitoring and Outreach Assistant 
(#27) in Wilmington, or a Natural Resource Management Intern (#28) in Kitty Hawk. 
Applications are due January 18th, 2018. For other opportunities, keep an eye out on our 
website and social media pages for future job postings!  

Janina Millis leads preschool story time in the 
Beaufort office. 

Research & Stewardship Interns, 
Sam Burdick-Godwin (R) and Erin 
Ansbro (L), monitoring the marsh. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KfanXp9ag2k&t=17s
https://ncadmin.nc.gov/advocacy/youth-advocacy-involvement-office/state_of_north_carolina_internship_program
http://www.nccoastalreserve.net/web/crp

