
Clean Marinas, Healthy Coasts 

With  it s  beau t ifu l beach es , t em per a te weath er , an d  p len t ifu l fish in g  

oppor tu n it ies , Nor th  Car olin a  is  con s ider ed  a  boater ’s  par adise. 

Appr ox im ately  370,000 boater s  t ak e advan tag e of th e s tate’s  u n iqu e 

coas ta l r esou r ces  each  year  for  r ecr ea t ion , fish in g , an d  tou r in g . 

Alth ou g h  boats  an d  associa ted  in du s t r ies , su ch  as  m ar in as an d 

boatyar ds , can  h ave an  im pact  on  coas tal ecosys tem s , th er e a r e a lso 

oppor tu n it ies  for  m ar in a  oper a tor s  an d boater s  to becom e leader s  in  

“clean  boat in g ” th r ou g h  th e N.C. Clean  Mar in a  pr og r am . Th e N.C. 

Clean  Mar in a  in it ia t ive was  th e focu s  of a  Febr u ar y  18
th

 wor k sh op 

h os ted  by  th e N.C. Coas ta l Reser ve an d Nat ion al Es tu ar in e Resear ch  

Reser ve’s  Coas ta l Tr ain in g  Pr og r am . Th e wor k sh op was  a t ten ded by  45  m ar in a  own er s  an d 

oper a tor s , r eg u la tor s  fr om  s tate en vir on m en ta l ag en cies , en vir on m en ta l n on -pr ofits , an d  m ar in e 

in du s t r y  ven dor s , wh o g a th er ed  to lear n  h ow to in cor por a te sou n d en vir on m en tal an d  safety  

pr act ices  in to m ar in a  oper a t ion s .  

Th e wor k sh op beg an  with  an  over view of th e N.C. Clean  Mar in a  in it ia t ive by  pr og r am  m an ag er  Pa t  

Du r r et t . Th e N.C. Clean  Mar in a  pr og r am  was  des ig n ed to sat isfy  th e r equ ir em en ts  of th e Coas ta l 

Non poin t  Pollu t ion  Con t r ol Pr og r am , wh ich  is  adm in is ter ed  by  th e En vir on m en tal Pr otect ion  

Ag en cy an d th e Nat ion al Ocean ic an d Atm osph er ic Adm in is t r a t ion  to addr ess  n on poin t  pollu t ion  

associa ted  with  r u n off, pr ecip ita t ion , a n d  dr a in ag e. Mar in a  oper a t ion s  can  con t r ibu te to n on poin t  

sou r ce pollu t ion  wh en  act ivit ies  lik e fu elin g  boats , power wash in g , an d  pu m pin g -ou t  waste pr odu ce 

r u n off in to adjacen t  water ways . Adm in is ter ed  as  a  volu n tar y  in it ia t ive by  th e N.C. Divis ion  of 

Coas ta l Man ag em en t , th e N.C. Clean  Mar in a  pr og r am  wor k s  with  m ar in as  to addr ess  th ese 

poten t ial issu es  an d in cor por a te best  m an ag em en t  pr act ices  to pr otect  th e en vir on m e n t  an d 

pr om ote safe oper at ion s . By im plem en t in g  bes t  pr act ices  r elated  to r ecyclin g  an d label in g , 

h an dlin g  of fu el, sp ill m an ag em en t , an d  h azar dou s  was te  d isposal, m ar in as  an d boatyar ds  a r e 

elig ible to apply  for  cer t ifica t ion  as  a  N.C. Clean  Mar in a . After  com plet in g  an  applicat ion  an d s it e 

vis it  fr om  Ms. Du r r et t  to en su r e r eg u lator y  com plian ce an d  u t ilizat ion  of bes t  m an ag em en t  

pr act ices , m ar in as  a r e officia lly  cer t ified , an d  r eceive ben efit s  su ch  as  a  flag , m edia  ex posu r e, lin k s  

on  th e Divis ion ’s  website, an d  tech n ica l ass is tan ce fr om  N.C. Clean  Mar in a  s ta ff. Pr og r am  

par t icipan ts  also cited  th e m a r k et in g  an d in su r an ce ben efit s  associa ted  with  bein g  a  N.C. Clean  

Mar in a , as  th e desig n at ion  a t t r act s  r espon s ible boater s , dem on st r ates  en vir on m en tal s tewar dsh ip , 

an d  r edu ces  liability  by  im pr ovin g  wor k er  safety  an d en su r in g  com plian ce  with  feder a l an d  s ta te 

r eg u la t ion s .  

After  th e pr og r am  in tr odu ct ion , ex per t s  fr om  th e N.C. Big  Sweep an d th e In ter n a t ion al Mar in a  

In s t itu te pr ovided u n iqu e per spect ives  on  r ecy clin g  m on ofilam en t  fish in g  lin e an d  car eer  

developm en t  for  m ar in a  pr ofess ion als . Th en  r epr esen tat ives  fr om  th e N.C. Divis ion  of Water  

Resou r ces  an d Divis ion  of En er g y, Min er al, an d  Lan d Resou r ces  spok e with  par t icipan ts  abou t  

water  qu ality  an d s tor m water  r eg u lat ion s  th a t  im pact  th e m ar in a  in du s t r y . By com plyin g  with  

r eg u la t ion s  an d wor k in g  with  s ta te ag en cies  to addr ess  water  qu a lity  con cer n s , adopt in g  bes t  

pr act ices  associa ted  with  r ecyclin g  m on ofilam en t  lin e, an d  developin g  pr ofession al s tan dar ds  for  

m ar in a  m an ag em en t , m ar in a  oper ator s  can  im pr ove th eir  pu blic per cept ion  an d pr otect  th e 

va lu able coas ta l r esou r ces  th a t  a r e im por tan t  to th eir  con t in u ed bu s in ess  su ccess . As  par t icipan ts  

ag r eed , clean  m ar in as can  con t r ibu te to a  h ea lth y  coas t , wh ich  is  g ood for  th e en vir on m en t  an d for  

bu s in ess . 



A secon d N.C. Clean  Mar in a  wor k sh op is  sch edu led  for  Mar ch  5 , 20 14 in  Wilm in g ton . Reg is t r at ion  

for  th is  fr ee wor k sh op closes  Febr u ar y 26 . Please vis it  www.n ccoas ta lt r a in in g .n et  to r eg is ter .  

http://www.nccoastaltraining.net/

