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Local Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes

Wednesday, June 1, 2016, 2 pm
Habitat Conference Room, UNCW CMS

Attendance

LAC Partner Organization Members Present
NC Coastal Land Trust Yes
NC Coastal Federation Yes
Bird Island Preservation Society - Bill Ducker No
Sunset Beach Police Department - Chief Lisa Massey No
Town of Sunset Beach Administration No
Community Members and Community Organization Members Present
Sue Weddle No
Noelle Kehrberg Yes
Jim Barber Yes
Sunset Beach Turtle Patrol - Carmel Zetts No
Cape Fear Audubon No

Others Present

Hope Sutton, DCM/NCCR, Stewardship Coordinator and Southern Sites Manager

Reserve-wide Administrative Update

e Staffing News
Scott Crocker, Northern Sites Manager for the Coastal Reserve, left the Division in March to
take a position with NC State Parks as the State Trail Program Manager. Scott was with our
program for 3 years and made significant progress in advancing the protection and
management of the Currituck Banks, Kitty Hawk Woods, and Buxton Woods Coastal




Reserves. We wish Scott well in his new endeavors. The vacant position will be posted this
week.

Legislative Update

The N.C. Coastal Reserve and National Estuarine Research Reserve was impacted by two
sections in the 2015 Appropriations Act (Session Law 2015-241) passed last year: 1. Cape
Fear Estuarine Resource Restoration section [14.6.(h)] which considers the removal of a
portion of the New Inlet Dam, or “the rocks,” at the Zeke’s Island Reserve, which is part of
the North Carolina National Estuarine Research Reserve; and 2. Study further efficiencies in
organization of Department of Natural and Cultural Resources (DNCR) and Department of
Environmental Quality (DEQ) section [14.31.(a-b)] which considers transferring additional
agencies, divisions, and programs to DNCR for potential efficiency, cost savings, and
alignment of core mission and values. The Coastal Reserve is one of the programs listed for
potentially transferring.

Reports on both sections were submitted to the General Assembly in April 2016 and are
located at the web links below. The Cape Fear Estuarine Resource Restoration report
outlines the steps the DEQ took to implement the legislation. It is not a study of the
proposal to consider removal of the Southern Component of the New Inlet Dam, nor does it
provide any recommendations regarding the proposal. The efficiencies study report
recommends not transferring the Coastal Reserve program from DEQ to DNCR at this time.

The Department is awaiting further direction from the General Assembly on both sections
of these sections of the 2015 Appropriations Act.

Cape Fear Estuarine Resource Restoration: https://deq.nc.gov/about/divisions/coastal-
management/coastal-management-hot-topics/reports

Organizational Efficiencies: http://www.ncleg.net/documentsites/committees/BCCI-
6658/April%2012/Reports/7 DNCR%20Further%20Efficiencies%20with%20DEQ%20and%20

WRC.pdf

NCNERR Management Plan Update

Staff are continuing to write the full draft management plan update for the N.C. National
Estuarine Research Reserve. Writing has taken longer than anticipated due to current
workloads and receiving additional clarity on NOAA management plan guidance
requirements and the various reviews needed. The immediate next step is for NOAA to
review the initial draft plan. The Reserve will then seek input from the LACs, N.C. Coastal
Resources Commission, and the N.C. Department of Environmental Quality. NOAA will then
review the final draft management plan. A 30-day public comment period and three public
meetings will be held on the final draft management plan prior to the plan’s final
publication. Staff anticipate the plan coming to the LACs for their review later this year.

LAC Community Member Appointments



Community members serving on the local advisory committees whose terms expired in
December 2014 per the Local Advisory Committee Operating Procedures document will
remain on the committees through December 2017 to ensure continuity on the committees
throughout the NCNERR Management Plan update process. An application and
appointment process will be undertaken in 2017 for community member seats.

Budget

The NCNERR will receive $619,322 from NOAA for operation of the program during next
fiscal year, up $24,872 from last year. Funds will be used to incorporate funding for
temporary staffing positions into the annual budget rather than relying on a variety of
different funding sources that vary from year to year.

Periodic Rules Review

The Coastal Reserve’s rules, 070, are scheduled to be reviewed by the Rules Review
Commission in June 2017 as part of Periodic Review and Expiration of Existing Rules process
(G.S. 150B-21.3A). To meet this deadline, staff classified each rule citation in 070 as
necessary with substantive public interest, necessary without substantive public interest, or
unnecessary per G.S. 150B-21.3A (c)(1), and is seeking input from the local advisory
committees on the draft classifications during the spring 2016 meetings. Next steps include
summarizing input received from the 10 local advisory committees, seeking input on the
draft classification from the N.C. Coastal Resources Commission and the Department of
Environmental Quality prior to the draft classification being published for a 60 day public
comment period. Committee members discussed and provided input on the draft
classifications. Committee comments follow in table below.



. Rule Agency Draft Determination [150B- Local Advisory Committee Input on Draft
Rule Section - Rule Name L
Citation 21.3A(c)(1)a] Determination
Disagree. Committee Members felt that because this
SECTION .0100 - . . . section is closely linked to the general statute that
STATEMENT OF Necessary with substantive public .
GENERAL PURPOSE interest created the Reserve program, it cannot vary from the
PROVISIONS 15A NCAC current language and should not be open to public
070.0101 interpretation.
15A NCAC | DEFINITIONS AS USED Necessary without substantive public
070.0102 | INTHIS SUBCHAPTER interest Agree
RESPONSIBILITIES:
DUTIES OF THE Necessary without substantive public
15A NCAC | COASTAL RESERVE interest
070.0103 | PROGRAM Disagree. Same comment as above.
STATE AND LOCAL
COASTAL RESERVE Necessary without substantive public
15A NCAC | ADVISORY interest
070 .0104 | COMMITTEES Agree
Necessary without substantive public
15A NCAC | RESERVE interest
070 .0105 | COMPONENTS Agree
SECTION .0200 -
MANAGEMENT:
PROL'jr?EEC'?II;DN OF Necessary with'out substantive public
THE NORTH Interest
CAROLINA COASTAL | 15A NCAC
RESERVE 070.0201 | MANAGEMENT PLAN Agree
Necessary with substantive public
15A NCAC | RESERVE USE interest
070 .0202 | REQUIREMENTS Agree




Site Update/Old Business

e Seasonal preparations

Bruce and Katie Hovermale are the new Bird Island Preservation Society (BIPS) volunteer
coordinators. They hosted a meeting and training session on May 17 for site stewards and
field trip leaders. Discussion items included: the importance of site monitoring; the types of
things to report to the site manager; reporting hours to the volunteer coordinators; field
trip scheduling and logistics; and safety. A brief training was provided by the Reserve’s
Education Specialist on use of the new nature trail and the informational content associated
with the quick response (QR) codes. The Reserve provided laminated signs for beach
accesses to advertise the weekly walks and scavenger hunt cards for children attending the
public field trips. Volunteers will coordinate to provide other supplies needed for the field
trip program.

e Nature trail update

The posts and markers for the first stage of the nature trail were installed on May 17. The
Site Manager expressed thanks to BIPS volunteers who assisted with the installation. The
trail allows visitors to access the high and low marsh, back dune area, grassland, and shrub
thicket. At the intertidal marsh edge, a small loop leads visitors back to the main trail for
return to the beach. An introductory marker features the history of the protection of Bird
Island. Other markers include information about wildlife use of the site, plant adaptations,
the marsh system, and the definition and benefits of estuarine habitats. BIPS volunteers will
continue trail maintenance to ensure effective establishment of the trail.

e Site brochures update

The two-color site brochure is at the printer. Boxes of brochures will be delivered to Sunset
Beach Town Hall and to BIPS stewards for distribution.

e Carolina Boat Bash

The organizers of the Carolina Boat Bash have applied to hold the event again in 2016. Due
to the size, location, and concerns associated with last year’s event in the waters behind
Bird Island, the organizers of the Carolina Boat Bash were required to submit an application
to the U.S. Coast Guard to hold a marine event in North Carolina. Reserve staff have been in
close communication with U.S. Coast Guard representatives about the situation and
potential impacts to the protected area. The permit application was denied due to safety
and navigation concerns. Although the organizers had the option to amend the application
and resubmit it, no further activity has occurred.

e Reminder - Coordination with Town Fire Department
The Reserve and Town worked together to increase public safety on the beach strand by
extending the beach patrol once or twice daily to include the Reserve portion of the beach
during the busy season.



New Business
e None

Roundtable Discussion

e Committee members discussed the opportunity to submit comments during public
comment period of the rules review process. Committee members agreed that they would
prefer to submit comments from the Local Advisory Committee as a group.

Public Comments

e None
Action Items

e Reserve staff will email committee members when the Reserve receives the comments
from the Rule Review Committee that initiate the public comment period.

e Reserve staff will contact committee members early in the fall to establish a date for the fall
meeting.



